Prevalence of antibody to hepatitis C virus (anti-HCV) in chronic liver diseases (CLD) in southern Italy.
Two hundred and sixty-three patients consecutively admitted to our Unit for CLD were investigated for the antibody to Hepatitis C Virus (anti-HCV) in the serum using the recently developed enzyme immunoassay. The overall prevalence of anti-HCV was 45%; in patients with cryptogenic CLD it was significantly higher (69%) than in patients with markers of viral hepatitis (15%). Anti-HCV was found in 62% of the patients with hepatocellular carcinoma; this finding favours a potential role of HCV in determining the neoplastic transformation of the cirrhotic liver. In alcoholic liver disease the prevalence of anti-HCV was 52%; this finding poses the interesting question of aethiology of liver damage in these patients. The presence of anti-HCV was significantly associated with older age, irrespective of aethiology and stage of liver disease. The importance of the detection of this antibody for the aethiological diagnosis of chronic liver damage remains to be elucidated.